
 I admit it...I am in-
consistent.  It’s true.  As 
much as I try to live a consis-
tent life, I fail.  I’m going to 
guess I’m not the only one. 
 Inconsistencies aren’t 
all negative. (some of the 
many paradoxes we live with 
in this world or showing we 
are able to get out of our 
boxes and grow.) 
 Other inconsistencies 
cause all sorts of problems in 
life.  That’s the kind I want to 
talk about.  These inconsis-
tencies sometimes give us the 
short end of the stick.  Some-
times they make things not 
fair.  Poor Manny will tell 
you they make him all con-
fused.  (Why does mom let 
me sleep on dad’s pillow but 
dad doesn’t allow me to sleep 
on dad’s pillow?)  Inconsis-
tencies are all around us and 
sometimes I am guilty for the 
biggest ones! 
 James 3:9-12 talks 
about a big-ol’ consistency I 
don’t often like to focus on.  
Speaking about our tongue it 
says, “Sometimes it praises 
our Lord and Father, and 
sometimes it curses those who 
have been made in the image 

of God. And so blessing 
and cursing come pouring 
out of the same mouth. 
Surely, my brothers and 
sisters, this is not right!  
Does a spring of water 
bubble out with both fresh 
water and bitter water? 
Does a fig 
tree produce 
olives, or a 
grapevine 
produce figs? 
No, and you 
can’t draw 
fresh water 
from a salty 
spring.” 
 Oh 
man, this is a 
big one.  How consistent 
are you living for God?  
How do I sing praise songs 
as I drive down the road in 
my car and in the next 
breath grumble about the 
driver that just cut me off?  
How do I bless the food 
before my meal and in the 
next moment say some-
thing unloving to my fam-
ily?  How do I claim we are 
all children of God, loved 
by God and then go and 

make judgments about people 
different than me? 
 Do you ever do this?  
Do you praise God during 
youth worship and then later 
during youth group find 
yourself making fun of some-

one?  Do you ever 
speak about your 
faith and in the next 
breath agree to 
cheat on a paper? 
 If it’s true 
that freshwater and 
saltwater can’t 
come from the 
same spring, then 
what is really capa-
ble of coming out 

of my mouth? 
 I will never have this 
all figured out but I do pray 
that God (and my loving 
community of faith) contin-
ues to point out my inconsis-
tencies to draw me closer to a 
pure freshwater spring. 
 One of our greatest 
tools to be Christ to others is 
to be consistent.  Contem-
plate this month where your 
own inconsistencies are and 
how we might together pro-
duce freshwater! 
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1-A farmer challenges an engineer, a physicist, 
and a mathematician to fence off the largest 
amount of area using the least amount of fence. 
The engineer made his fence in a circle and said 
it was the most efficient. 
The physicist made a long line and said that the 
length was infinite. Then he said that fencing 
half of the Earth was the best. 
The mathematician laughed at the others and 
with his design, beat the others. What did he 
do? 
 

2- What is the longest pair of English words 
that are pronounced exactly the same but share 
no letter in common? 
 

3- I am a protector. I sit on a bridge.  
One person can see right through me, while oth-
ers wonder what I hide. What am I? 

ANSWER:  1-The mathematician made a small fence aro und 
himself and declared himself to be on the outside.  2– Ewe and 
you;  3– sunglasses 


