
 My dog, Manny, is 
of course a very BRIGHT 
little thing and so I shouldn’t 
be surprised at his ability to 
try to outsmart the system. 
 Manny has learned 
that if he rings the bells at 
the door, he gets to go out-
side and try to go to the bath-
room.  Once he has suffi-
ciently relieved himself, he 
runs into the porch, where 
Dallan or I are waiting with a 
treat to reward his good 
deed! 
 Manny LOVES 
his treats and so he has 
begun a new little 
game.  He rings the 
bells, we let him out, 
he runs out into the yard, 
stays there maybe all of 3 
seconds (trying to look like 
he’s actively seeking a spot 
to relieve himself) before 
bolting back towards us for a 
treat.  Did you catch what is 
missing?  How about actu-
ally DOING the action that 
deserves the treat??? 
 He thinks that by 
simply going through the 
motions, he will still receive 
a treat in the end.  Ha!  Not a 
chance!  (Editors note:  It is 
fair to point out that for the 
most part this is true but oc-

casionally Manny’s female 
owner does give him treats 
for the mere fact that he’s 
so adorable...but really, 
that’s beside the point.) 
 I’m a lot like 
Manny.  I fly through 
things to get to the reward, 
I focus so much on the end 
result that I totally miss 
the point and I sometimes 
do things half-way and 

wonder 
why the 

end result 
didn’t turn 

out like I 
had ex-

pected. 
 Walk-

ing this journey with 
Christ isn’t something we 
can do half-hearted or 
half-way.  We can’t pick 
and choose the “easy” 
parts and hope to get a 
treat for it.  Shortcuts are 
so tempting but where will 
it get us? 
 Dallan and I were 
watching the Olympic 
women’s marathon and 
when the leader had the 
end in sight, she was sim-
ply running in a path 
marked by cones.  Dallan 
commented, wouldn’t it be 

tempting to just jog through 
those cones, taking a more 
direct path to the finish line.  
Tempting?  Sure!  But what 
would have that gotten her 
in the end? 
 God really wants us 
to serve him in ALL parts of 
our life.  Our family life, our 
school life, our work life, 
our alone life, our friend 
life...This journey can’t be 
about shortcuts or facades.  
It’s easy to come to church 
and put on the “church” act 
and then go to school and 
play the “school” part.  But 
where will that get you in 
the end? 
 Learn from 
Manny…faking it won’t get 
you very far.  Get real.  Real 
can be ugly and messy but at 
least it’s real, you know?  
This discipleship stuff takes 
time and it can be difficult 
sometimes...but just like you 
can find me in the backyard 
cheering Manny on, encour-
aging him to “do his 
thing”...may we all cheer 
each other on, encouraging 
each other to slow down, get 
real and discover true disci-
pleship in ALL areas of our 
life. 
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