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 Glad to see you’re 
still reading, despite the warn-
ing above!  My pooch, 
Manny, has once again man-
aged to inspire me with illus-
trations for life... 
 Dallan and I recently 
traveled 10 hours to Kansas 
City to spend Thanksgiving at 
Dallan’s sister, Sarah’s house.  
She bought this house a 
mere month before, so 
it was exciting to see 
her new home! 
 In anticipation 
for this trip, the ques-
tion came up, what do 
we do with Manny?  
Well, much to my excitement, 
we finally decided to take him 
along! 
 So Manny too experi-
enced the long trip and then 
the fun of exploring a new 
house.  In fact, Manny was 
able to experience everything 
we did that weekend except 
one. 
 One evening we vis-
ited a house to see some 
friends and Manny was not 
welcome.  It wasn’t that they 
didn’t like dogs, they just did-
n't like them in their house.  
Now despite the fact that I 
couldn’t actually comprehend 
what they were saying 

(people actually don’t like 
dogs in their house???), I 
was able to overlook this 
and we came up with plan 
B.  Manny would stay at 
Sarah’s house.  In fact he 
didn’t even have to stay 
there alone.  Sarah’s room-
mate, Lindsey would be 
there to keep him company.  

So Lindsey sent 
us off telling us 
not to worry a bit.  
Manny would be 
fine. (He does, 
after all, stay 
alone all the time 
at home!)   

 We returned that 
evening several hours later 
to find Manny sitting right 
next to the front door.  Ba-
sically the exact spot we 
had said good-bye to him 
earlier.  And then we got 
the report from Lindsey on 
how he had behaved while 
we were gone. 
 Despite all her ef-
forts to console him, he 
literally sat at the door cry-
ing the entire time.  She 
told us she tried to hold 
him, talk to him, play with 
him, but he would always 
end up back at the door 
anticipating our return. 

 Half of me, in hear-
ing this, felt awful that poor 
Lindsey had to hear our dog 
cry all evening.  (That’s a 
long 3 hours!)  But the other 
half of me felt extremely 
loved by my puppy who 
wanted to make sure he was 
at the door so there would be 
NO chance of missing our 
return! 
 We are entering the 
season of advent.  It too is a 
time of waiting and anticipat-
ing.  I think I can learn a little 
something myself from 
Manny’s loyalty and excite-
ment over his master’s arri-
val.   
 Is this how persistent 
and focused we are as we 
wait for Jesus’ birth?  Are we 
willing to put time and en-
ergy into the waiting proc-
ess? 
 It is my prayer this 
advent that I will be so over-
taken by the arrival of Jesus 
that I will sit at the door, un-
touched by the distractions of 
the season and I will cry out 
to my Lord and Savior and 
wag my tail for all it’s worth 
in honor and for the glory of 
Christ!  Joy to the World!  
The Lord is Come! 
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The goal of the game is simply to fill the puzzle so that every 
row, column and region contains the digits 1 through 9. There-

fore each number from 1 to 9 only appears once in each of 
the 3 "directions"   (row, column, region). 
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 � � �

� 
 ��� � � 
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� � � ! �� �� � � �� � � � � �! �� � � � �� � � � � �� � � �+ � � �
 � � ��� � � � �� � �� � � � �� �� � � � � � � ��

� � �� � �� � � � �� �
 �� � �� �  ��� � � �� � ! �, � � � � �� � � -�� � � � � � � � -�� � �� � � � � � � � �� � � #

� � � � �� � � � � � � �� � �� � � �! � � � � ��� � � � � �� � � �  �
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