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 Dallan and I just re-
turned from a weekend refresh-
ment trip to Sarasota, Florida.  
A place that was our home dur-
ing 2004-2005.  We had a 
lovely time with friends, enjoy-
ing the beach and simply 
“being away.”  We could al-
most feel the stressors of life 
melting away.  When we ar-
rived at the Sarasota airport on 
Sunday to fly home we were 
sad to be leaving again so soon, 
but we were feeling content and 
rested. 
 We were surprised to 
find upon reaching the ticket 
counter that all of Airtran’s 
computers were down.  Com-
puters not working in an air-
port?  Are you kidding?  
Shouldn’t that be unheard of?  
So without computers, the line 
was inching forward because 
they were actually handwriting 
our boarding passes and lug-
gage tags.  We eventually made 
it through security and to our 
gate just slightly disgruntled 
and less content than we had 
been. 
 At our gate, we were 
informed that if we had a hand-
written boarding pass, we had 
no assigned seat.  We would 
have to wait for all those who 
had an actual boarding pass 
(before the computers had 
crashed) and then we could sit 
in whatever open seats were 
left.  Our contentedness was 
increasingly declining.  We had 

traveled to Florida with 
friends and we had all four 
hoped to sit together!  At 
least let me sit by my hubby! 
 So on we went and 
while I was able to sit next to 
Dallan, our friends had to sit 
clear in the back of the 
plane.  Surely 
things would 
look up at our 
connecting 
flight in At-
lanta.  (Of 
course we 
had no board-
ing pass yet 
for that flight 
either.) 
 Once 
we landed in 
Atlanta we 
proceeded to the gate to find 
a huge line of people also 
needing boarding passes 
(and seats!).  It seemed the 
problems were continuing.  
Seriously, computers down 
at an airport?  We became 
even LESS content and re-
laxed as we waited in this 
line.  (Isn’t it amazing how 
silly things can seem in hind-
sight?) 
 Finally we boarded 
our final leg of the trip and 
again we couldn't sit next to 
our friends due to the tech-
nological glitches.  Not only 
that, but Dallan and I were 
seated in the very last row of 
the plane.  My least favorite 

place to be when my slightly 
claustrophobic tendencies rear 
their ugly head. 
 As we flew across 
state after state Dallan and I 
began to relax and discuss the 
day of travel.  How often do 
these bobbles in life come our 

way and life as we 
know it falls apart.  Life 
is already stressful and 
then our computers 
crash and suddenly we 
turn into someone we’re 
not proud of! 
 What was the 
worst thing that hap-
pened that day on our 
flight home?  We could-
n’t sit with our friends?  
We had to sit in the 
back?  Who knows, our 

boarding passes could have 
ASSIGNED us to the last row! 
 I’m working really 
hard at this perspective thing.  
Are my day to day mishaps 
really cause for me to get bent 
out of shape (and get huffy 
with the people I love?) 
 Recently in the gro-
cery store checkout line, a lady 
with a full cart offered to let 
me go ahead of her since I was 
only purchasing a few items.  
My response was, “oh, that’s 
ok.  I’m in no hurry.”  Wow! 
And  I even meant it!  May 
God bless us amidst our daily 
inconveniences and may we 
respond graciously to all we 
meet along the way. 
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The goal of the game is simply to fill the puzzle so that 
every row, column and region contains the digits 1 
through 9. Therefore each number from 1 to 9 only 

appears once in each of the 3 "directions" 
(row, column, region). 
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